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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendments, filed 07/10/2006, have been entered and made of record. Claims 1-18 
are pending. 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yoshinobu et 
al. (US Pat. No. 5,686,954) in view of Ishii (US PAT NO. 6,424,790). 

Claims 5-12 will be discussed first. 

Regarding claim 5, Yoshinobu discloses a receiving device receiving and decoding 
compressed digital video signals, said receiver device comprising: 

a receiving means for receiving and selecting between a first compressed digital video 
signal from a network source and a second compressed digital video signal and a display 
message data signal from a local source (see figs. 9-10 and col. 13 lines 26-53, col.15 lines 11- 
15, lines 45-54), 
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a decoder coupled to said receiving means for decoding said selected one of said first 
and second compressed digital signals to form a video signal (see decode section in fig. 10 and 
col. 13 lines 54-65); 

control means coupled to said receiving means for controlling selection between said first and 
second compressed digital video signals, and responsive to selection of said second compressed 
digital video signal, receiving said display message data signal (see col. 13 lines 48-53, col. 14 
lines 14-32, col. 16 lines 14-20, lines 36-42, claims 9-10 and 13, and see fig. 10). 

Claim 1 differs from Yoshinobu in that the claim further requires means for combining a 
display message formed from said display message data signal with said video signal decoded 
from said second compressed digital video signal to generate a combined video signal for 
display. 

In the same field of endeavor Ishii discloses when one of the programs recorded in the 
video cassette recorder (see fig. 25 unit 3) starts being reproduced on the display screen (see fig. 
25 unit 4), a recording time of the day displays on the screen 4A (see col. 39 lines 30-57. Ishii 
further discloses the time of the day at which the currently viewed program was recorded while 
the program is being reproduced (see col. 39 lines 58-62). Therefore in light of the teaching in 
Ishii it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Yoshinobu by combining a display message with decoded video signal in order 
to indicate to the user the recorded time of the program. 

Regarding claim 6, Yoshinobu discloses compressed digital television signal is 
reproduced from a digital recorder (see figures 20 and 21). 
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Regarding claim 7, Ishii discloses display message data signal is a recorder status 
message (see fig. 25 and also claims 9-10 and 13 of Yoshinobu). 

Regarding claim 8, Yoshinobu discloses delay means connected to said control means for 
delaying transmission of said message data signal to said means for combining (see fig. 20 and 
21, the recorded content has been displayed before the judgment inputted). 

Regarding claim 9, Yoshinobu discloses receiver selects between said first compressed 
digital video signal and second compressed digital video signal responsive a user generated 
command signal (see figures 9 and 10, and col 13 lines 26-53, col.15 lines 11-15, lines 45-54). 

Regarding claim 10, Yoshinobu discloses an infrared receiver connected to said control 
means for receiving an infrared signal from a remote control unit, said infrared signal controlling 
selection between said first compressed digital video signal and second compressed digital video 
signal (see figure 9 decision and figure 10 component 90, 93, 83 and 100 and rejection of claim 
5). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Ishii discloses a delay element, connected to said status message 
generator, for delaying transmission of said status message signal to said display message 
combiner (see col. 40 lines 15-27). 

Regarding claim 12, Ishii discloses delay element provides a delay equal to a decoding 
time of the decoder to thereby synchronize said message signal with said decoded video signal 
for display (see col. 39 lines 7-26). 

Regarding claim 13, Ishii discloses compressed digital video signal bit stream includes a 
plurality of frames, and said display message combiner combines said status message signal with 



Application/Control Number: 09/864,672 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2621 

a first one of video frames decoded from said plurality of frames of said compressed digital 
video signal bit stream (see fig. 25, recording and playback times). 

Regarding claim 14, Ishii discloses status message signal is generated, a second one of 
the decoded frames, other than the first one of the decoded frames, is available for combining 
(see col. 39 lines 30-40). 

Regarding claim 15, Ishii discloses status message generator delays generation of the 
status message signal to compensate a decoding time of the first one of the decoded frames (see 
col. 39 lines 19-25). 

Regarding claim 16, Ishii discloses status message generator is signaled to generate said 
status message signal, a second one of the decoded frames, other than the first one of the 
decoded frames, is available for combining (see col. 39 lines 19-61). 

Regarding claim 17, Ishii discloses a delay element, connected to said status message 
generator, for delaying generation of said status message signal (see col. 39 lines 7-26). 

Regarding claim 18, Ishii discloses delay element provides a delay to compensate a 
decoding time of the decoder to thereby synchronize said message signal with said decoded 
video signal for display (see col. 37 lines 30-37 and col. 39 lines 19-26). 

Regarding claim 1, Yoshinobu discloses a digital apparatus for reproducing a digital 
video representative signal stored on a recorded medium connected to a receiving device 
including a decoder (see rejection of claim 5 above), said 

apparatus comprising: 
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means for processing said digital video representative signal stored on the recorded 
medium to produce at an output a compressed digital video signal bit stream for decoding by the 
decoder (see claim 1 rejection); 

a generator generating a status message signal indicative of an operating mode of said 
apparatus( see figures 10 and 14 component 100 and rejection of claim 5). 

Claim 1 differs from Yoshinobu in that the claim further discloses a display message 
combiner having a first input coupled to said status message signal and a second input receiving 
a video signal decoded from said compressed digital video signal bit stream, said combiner 
combining said status message signal with said decoded video signal for display. 

In the same fieldof endeavor Ishii discloses when one of the programs recorded in the 
video cassette recorder (see fig. 25 unit 3) starts being reproduced on the display screen (see fig. 
25 unit 4), a recording time of the day displays on the screen 4A (see col. 39 lines 30-57. Ishii 
further discloses the time of the day at which the currently viewed program was recorded while 
the program is being reproduced (see col. 39 lines 58-62). Therefore in light of the teaching in 
Ishii it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Yoshinobu by combining a display message with decoded video signal in order 
to indicate to the user the recorded time of the program. 

Regarding claim 2, Yoshinobu discloses status message generator is responsive to a tape 
timer or time code signal (see fig. 14 component 108). 

Regarding claim 3, Yoshinobu discloses generation of said message data signal by said 
status message generator is in response to receipt of a user generated command signal (see figure 
10 components 90,93,83 and figures 20-21 and rejection of claim 9). 
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Regarding claim 4, Yoshinobu discloses an infrared receiver connected to said status 
message generator for receiving an infrared signal from a remote control unit, said infrared 
signal controlling the operating mode of said apparatus (see rejection of claim 10 above). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELEN SHIBRU whose telephone number is (571)272-7329. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THAI TRAN can be reached on (571) 272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Helen Shibru 
November 11,2006 




